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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 

ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Hello Church Family, 

If you happen to saunter by my office and gaze 
into the window, you probably would think it looks 
more like a comic book shop or a sci-fi/fantasy 
geek’s secret lair than a member of the pastoral 
staff’s headquarters for doing the Lord’s work. I 
know you’re thinking, “What? All of the pastors 

don’t have a life-size Spider Man in their office?” Truth be told, I am a 
self-proclaimed sci-fi/fantasy/comic book geek, although lately I have had 
to trade in my Batman graphic novels for theology and hermeneutics 
books since starting seminary. 

But as we enter the Advent season, I think the greatest superhero story 
can be found right in the book we read every day, the Bible. (You are 
reading it every day on your own, aren’t you?) In what has been called 
“The Gospel in a nutshell” John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” This is arguably the most famous and 
popular verse in the Bible as it has appeared on everything from football 
player Tim Tebow’s face to Forever 21’s yellow bags to In-N-Out 
Burger’s beverage cups. The hope, peace, joy, and love which comes 
through Jesus Christ is clearly stated in this brief 26-word sentence. 

However, being the comic book geek that I am, I have always been 
prone to focus more on the verse following John 3:16 (that would be 
verse 17 for those of you playing along at home). “For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him.” Here we have the stuff of all superhero lore. Is it not the 
sworn duty of the hero to save the world at all costs?  This is exactly 
what Jesus Christ did when God sent him to earth to live among us, to 
love us, to battle the evil forces, and ultimately to give up his life and 
save us from sin, death, and destruction. And, in true superhero fashion, 
when all seemed lost, the hero Jesus rose from the dead and conquered 
all who stood against him. And now, even though the hero has left us in 
physical form, he gave us his Spirit which is with us wherever we go. So, 
do you believe in superheroes?  I sure do, but only One. 

This Christmas season, when much emphasis is placed on the little baby 
Jesus lying in the manger, I encourage you to think about the hero/
Savior the baby is to become. Like all great superhero stories, His saga 
continues… 

Merry Christmas, true believers! 

Layne 
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GVBC ALL-CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
Sunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pmSunday, December 5 at 5:00 pm    

in the GVBC Community Hall 

 
Celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season 

with delicious food and special entertainment. 
 

Please bring (when last name begins with): 
 

A-H – Main Dish AND rice, noodle or veggies 

I-R – Main Dish AND dessert 
S-Z – Main Dish AND salad 

 
If possible, please bring your potluck dishes in 
disposable containers. If you bring containers that 

you want returned, LABEL each part of your 
container (top and bottom) as well as any serving 
utensil.  
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2010 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2010 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2010 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration2010 Angels Breakfast Christmas Celebration    

‘‘God's Heart & Hands at Christmas” 

  

 
 

You and your family are Invited!You and your family are Invited!You and your family are Invited!You and your family are Invited!    
We also would love for you to invite your friends to this special time!We also would love for you to invite your friends to this special time!We also would love for you to invite your friends to this special time!We also would love for you to invite your friends to this special time! 

 

For Nursery For Nursery For Nursery For Nursery –––– Kindergarten Kindergarten Kindergarten Kindergarten (older siblings are invited too) 
Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 am Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 am Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 am Saturday, December 11 from 9:00 am –––– 11:30 am 11:30 am 11:30 am 11:30 am    

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
**(Breakfast will be served between 9:00 am **(Breakfast will be served between 9:00 am **(Breakfast will be served between 9:00 am **(Breakfast will be served between 9:00 am ---- 10:00 am; craft, games, & story after) 10:00 am; craft, games, & story after) 10:00 am; craft, games, & story after) 10:00 am; craft, games, & story after)    

 

The Angels Breakfast is a time where families can come and enjoy breakfast together, share in the 
Christmas story, and celebrate the birth of Jesus with fun, interactive family activities. 

We hope you can come! 
 

To register contact at the church office, ext. 683 or email her at: linda@gvbc.net linda@gvbc.net linda@gvbc.net linda@gvbc.net     

Register by Sunday, December 5Register by Sunday, December 5Register by Sunday, December 5Register by Sunday, December 5     
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FROM DESPAIR TO JOY 
PROFILE OF TYLER NAKASAKI 

BY KATHY AISO 

“Why me?” pondered Tyler Nakasaki. With a heart 

condition from birth, Tyler grew up, resenting the 
restrictions, which precluded him from sports and other 
physical activities. Tyler’s daily regimen included 

taking heart medication in the morning and at night. 

Why was I put on this earth? 

Beginning as a 12 year old, Tyler struggled with his 
health issue which led to depression. “Why was I put 

on earth?” he questioned. Earlier this year, Tyler had 
no idea what to do with his life and began having 

suicidal thoughts. 

This past March he planned his suicide. Knowing his 
medication kept him alive, Tyler decided he would stop 
taking it. On the day of his planned suicide, God 

moved Tyler to not go through with it. “Something 
inside prevented me from doing it,” Tyler shared. He 
began thinking about how it would bring more sadness 

than anything else to his family and friends. 

Life is full of difficulties 

Thoughts about his friend’s mother’s passing in April 

caused Tyler to ponder about life. Tyler’s friend’s 
mother had battled cancer valiantly then went home to 
the Lord. Tyler came to accept that life had difficulties, 

but with God’s help, there was no trial he couldn’t 
handle. He realized his trials made him a much 
stronger person mentally, spiritually, and emotionally. 

He then came to accept his heart condition. He now 
feels God has a real purpose for his life. The 
emptiness, which Tyler felt, was replaced by God’s 

irrepressible joy. Tyler recommitted his life to Christ. 

God opens doors 

God opened doors as Tyler, now 16 years old, began 

pursuing his career goal of becoming a hairdresser. 
God worked so Tyler could go from being a part-time 
cosmetology student at El Camino College to full time. 

The instructor, who was instrumental in changing 
Tyler’s status to full time, acknowledged, even he 
didn’t understand why he was allowing Tyler to go full 

time. The instructor admitted he wouldn’t have done 
this before for anyone. Tyler has also been offered a 
job once he obtains his cosmetology license. If Tyler 

accepts the job, he would be working for a world 
famous hairdresser. Tyler also feels blessed to be 

enrolled in one of the best cosmetology programs. 

Tyler’s spiritual gifts 

A native of the South Bay, Tyler 

grew up in Manhattan Beach. A 
highly creative person, Tyler has 
always enjoyed playing the piano 

and drawing. Tyler attended local 
Manhattan Beach schools, however, 
now as an eleventh grader is 
homeschooled online. Tyler grew up 

attending GVBC with his parents, 
Tracy and Faye Nakazaki and his older and younger 
brothers, Kyle and Cody. At age five, Tyler accepted 

the Lord, but didn’t really understand what it meant. 

Tyler walks the talk 

At age eleven, Tyler got a better understanding about 

accepting the Lord when he attended Alpine Summer 
Camp. It was through his trials, which resulted in Tyler 
getting closer to the Lord this year, when he embraced 

his faith. Taking his Christian walk seriously, Tyler 
strives to walk  the talk , especially with his non-

Christian friends. 

A welcoming atmosphere 

In addition to attending Sunday morning services, 
Tyler enjoys being a part of the Friday evening high 

school youth meetings. He feels the messages are on 
target because they are geared for the youth and 
promote spiritual growth. The group also offers the 

important factor of accountability. Tyler feels everyone 
is always welcomed into a friendly and comfortable 
atmosphere of fellowship. He also feels Youth Pastor 

Daniel Matsuda and the youth leaders do a good job. 
Tyler also appreciates being part of Dean Yokota’s 

small group. 

God uses the good and the bad 

Tyler’s favorite Bible verse, Romans 8:28 reminds him 
God uses the good and what we think as bad in our 

lives for good in the ultimate end. 

“And we know that God causes all things to work  
together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose.” 

As a result of all that’s happened in his life, Tyler 
acknowledged he grew closer to the Lord this year. 

After recommitting his life to Christ, Tyler now makes it 
a priority to communicate daily with the Lord in prayer. 
He seeks a close relationship with the Lord. In 

speaking of li fe today, Tyler affirmed, “I’m definitely 

more joy ful and excited about life now.” 

Through Christ as the focus, Tyler is living a more 

abundant and joyous life. 

“We have only one li fe to live. The Lord 

is the only thing worth living for. ” 
—Tyler Nakasaki 
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Phillip Smith 

Phillip was happy to receive a recent surprise visit from a former Hope 
student, Golbery. Phillip happily reports that today, Golbery is a responsible, 
law abiding citizen. At age 12, Golbery was "sentenced" to Hope, after 

participating in a bus robbery. During the robbery, the bus driver was killed.  
Once a tough kid, Golbery changed and accepted Christ as his Lord and 
Savior during his second year at Hope. After graduating from Hope, Golbery 
came back to work as Hope's bus driver.  He also met and married a woman 

named Diane. The couple are faithful members of a local church. Today 
Golbery drives a company repair truck. He is "on call", performing emergency 

repairs of some nature for this private company.  

Jardelio and Natalia, former Hope graduates, have come to work as Hope 
house parents in Vitoria and then Campinas.  A transformational addition to 
the program, Jardelio does tough-love discipline and also arranges for fun 

activities for the boys on the weekends. He involves them in music and 
theatre. Natalia is serving as chaplain and is in charge of Hope Mountain's 
discipleship program. "Jardelio and Natalia, together with Hope graduate Alex 

and his wife, make for a formidable team up on that mountain top!" writes 

Phillip. 

Mission Field 

 

Family News 

Baby Announcement 

� Congratulations to new grandparents Dave & Dawn Robinson. Brynn 
Michelle Kimiko Motoyasu was born to Weston & Lisa (Robinson) Motoyasu on 

Thursday, November 18 at 9:06PM. Brynn weighed 8 lbs and she was 18½ 

inches long. 

 

 

 

Letters from our Family 

� Dear GCVC, Thank you for the lovely tropical spray for my son’s (Alan’s) service. Thank 

you also for assisting us with the many aspects of the service.  Thank you for your prayers 
for Alan during the past year. May God bless GVBC as GVBC has been a blessing to me. 

Diane Nagamine 

� Dear Body of GVBC, I appreciate each one of you from the bottom of my heart for your 

continual prayers and concerns about my health. All thanks and glory be given to our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has opened the door of preaching God by the shedding of His blood. I 
would also like to honor the many pastors as well as the many brothers and sisters who 

came to visit me during my stay. Blessed be the name of our Lord!  Love in Christ, Rodney 

and the Kagawa Family 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the subjec t line]. You can also 

contact event leaders  directly. 

WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 

�Hula Ministry 

Tuesdays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Room 220. Learn to dance hula to Christian music. All are 
welcome. No experience necessary. Pick up a flier on the Narthex counter for more 

info and to sign up. 

�Angle’s Breakfast 

Saturday , December 11. Contact Linda Matsuda, ext. 683 or linda@gvbc.net. 

�101 C lass 

Sunday, December 12, 12:30—4:30PM. Taught by Pastor Steve and Layne 
Wakuta. For those seeking information about GVBC and would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. To sign up, mark your Communicati on slip or call the 

office. Lunch is provided.  

Baptism Sunday December 26 during both worship services. 

�Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 

Friday , December 17 to Sunday, December 19, San Telmo [NOTE: a U.S. passport 

is required]. Spanish is helpful, but not required. We will be visiting the migrant 
farming camp of San Telmo, the Ensenada Jail, and the October 3 Church 

in Tijuana. 

Here are some important dates: 

�Saturdays, December 4 & 11 at 2PM at Bread of Life Church (BL). 

�Christmas Gift Outreach — December 5 from 1:00 to 3:00PM at BL. 

Assemble 1,200 gift bags for children and youth. 

WANTED for Mexico Mission Trip: Hotel soap and shampoo for the Mexico 
prison ministry in December. Leave them in the church office with my name, 

Teresa Matsushima. 

As we approach Christmas season, let us serve together to bring the most 

precious gift of all - our Savior — to the poor and needy. 

Contact Teresa via the church office or email her at: 

treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

�Cookie Monster needs Cookies 

We need cookies for our Christmas Sunday services  on December 19. Please bring 

cookies or any finger food desser ts in disposable containers or with your name on your 

container to the kitchen by 8:30AM. 

�Office Closed Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24 

�Christmas Eve Services 

Friday , December 24, 6:00 PM candle lighting service for families. A Christmas 

children’s story will be read. Communion candle lighting service at 11:00PM. 

�Office Closed New Year’s Eve Friday, December 31 



The Spirit is copyrighted © 2010 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 

Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gv bc.info. The Spirit is published tw ice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 24 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 15. 

Hard copies available on Sunday, December 19 in the Narthex. All 

articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 12. 

 

Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1 st- 5 t h graders) 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, NOTE: Room 250 . Wear 
comfortable clothes  and gym shoes to all events. 

� December 10  Ball Bounce &  Blanket/Name Game 
� December 17  It’s a Meaningful Life Christmas Party 

�December 24  No Meeting (Merry Christmas) 

Children’s Winter Camp February 18—20 

Contac t: Susan Wakuta, ex t. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

Keep GVBC Beautiful! 

We are thankful our facilities are being well 

used. A reminder that with this usage comes 

the responsibility of: 

• Keeping each area clean, and even 

cleaner upon leaving. Also, please 

mark all things stored in the 

refrigerator/freezer for your event, 

and do not assume someone else will 

use your leftovers, so please take 

them home. 

• Putting things back if borrowing from 

another area (like kitchen utensils, 

containers that are labeled for that 

room, etc.). 

• Securing the building by not leaving 

doors open without a person manning 

the door. If you’re having a 

meeting/function, please make sure 

someone is in charge of letting 

people into the facilities. 

Thank you for your part in helping to Keep 

GVBC Beautiful and safe! 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern, Neighborhood Impact (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 

 
Series: God Made the First Move 

Both Services in the Community Hall 
 

Sunday, December 12 Third Sunday of Advent 
Pastor James Chang ~ Trust 

 

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Life 

 

Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

6:00 and 11:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December26 
Both Services in the Sanctuary 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Baptism Sunday 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 

concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


